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These police are like our own ‘‘Cops 

on the Beat.’’ 
Finally, so many of the Capitol Hill 

Police Officers are my Maryland con-
stituents, just like J.J. Chestnut. 

Officer Chestnut was always one of 
the stars: trained as an MP in the mili-
tary, he was with the Capitol Police for 
18 years and was known for having a 
unique touch with tourists and con-
stituents. We were very proud of him, 
and he was even nominated at one time 
for Capitol Police Officer of the Year. 

And I know how proud we were of De-
tective Gibson as well: he was from 
just across the river in Virginia. He 
was a true hero—stopping the gunman 
from entering the building. 

Mr. President, I join my colleagues in 
the Senate in marking this sad anni-
versary and in paying respect to the 
families of Officer Chestnut and Detec-
tive Gibson. They were heroes that sad 
day in 1998, and they are heroes for 
today and all eternity. 

f 

FDA SAFETY AND INNOVATION 
ACT 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, 
today I rise to say a few words about 
the Food and Drug Administration 
Safety and Innovation Act, legislation 
Congress passed with strong bipartisan 
support just before we returned home 
to our States for the Fourth of July. 

This bill was a big one. It was a big 
bill with complex provisions and an es-
sential purpose: to safeguard the pub-
lic, to protect patients and encourage 
innovation and invention, which are so 
important to treating and curing dis-
eases in this country as well as other 
problems. And this measure was revo-
lutionary in many ways. It contained 
complex, new provisions, provisions 
that we must make sure are imple-
mented as Congress intended. 

I was proud to work on many parts of 
this bill with my colleagues, including 
title VIII of this legislation, to gen-
erate new antibiotics to treat emerging 
serious and life threatening superbug 
infections. I want to clarify two points 
for the record on this legislation: I 
want to be clear that pathogens identi-
fied in this title are illustrative, not 
all-inclusive. There are many deadly 
pathogens that we may not even know 
of yet; title VIII is intended to spur in-
novation against all superbug infec-
tions as soon as they arise. And, I want 
to be clear, language in section 801(b) is 
not intended to prohibit or preclude in-
novative drug products that will spur 
the antibiotic pipeline, so long as they 
meet the definition for a qualified in-
fectious disease product. 

FDA approval of new antibiotics has 
decreased by 70 percent since the mid- 
1980s, yet reports from the CDC suggest 
that resistant MRSA infection deaths 
are now at more than 17,000 lives lost 
in the United States each year—more 
than AIDS. Resistant infections have 
now been elevated to one of the World 
Health Organization’s top three threats 
to human health. It is my sincere hope 

that title VIII will spur production of 
the weapons we need to fight this 
threat. 

f 

FISCAL YEAR 2013 
APPROPRIATIONS 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to join my colleagues in sup-
port of Senate debate and passage of 
the fiscal year 2013 appropriations bills. 

I want to begin by commending both 
Chairman INOUYE and Vice-Chair COCH-
RAN for their leadership on the Appro-
priations Committee. In what has been 
largely a bipartisan process, the Senate 
Appropriations Committee has ap-
proved 9 of the 12 funding bills so far. 
A lot of hard work on both sides has 
gone into putting these bills together. 

As ranking member of the Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on Transportation 
and Housing and Urban Development, 
Senator MURRAY and I worked closely 
together to craft a truly bipartisan fis-
cal year 2013 appropriations bill. The T- 
HUD bill strikes a balance between 
thoughtful investment and fiscal re-
straint. In fact, this bill honors an allo-
cation that is nearly $14.5 billion below 
fiscal year 2010 levels, a 22-percent re-
duction. These deep cuts reflect an 
even deeper commitment to getting 
our fiscal house in order. 

I am proud of the work that went 
into this bill and the strong bipartisan 
vote this past April to report it out of 
committee. Like the T-HUD bill, the 
Agriculture; Commerce, Justice, and 
Science; Energy and Water; Military 
Construction and Veterans Affairs; 
State and Foreign Operations; and De-
partment of Homeland Security bills 
have all been reported with over-
whelming bipartisan support. In put-
ting together these bills, the Appro-
priations Committee functioned the 
way committees are supposed to: we 
worked together to develop thoughtful 
and responsible bills that could be rec-
ommended for the full Senate for con-
sideration. 

As such, I was very disappointed to 
hear the majority leader’s recent an-
nouncement that not one of the 12 ap-
propriations bills would be brought to 
the Senate floor until after the elec-
tion, virtually guaranteeing that we 
end up with a continuing resolution or 
catch-all omnibus that the full Senate 
has not had an opportunity to properly 
vet. I hope he will reconsider in light of 
our commitment to work with him to 
develop a workable and fair process for 
considering these bills. 

Given the immense workload that we 
have before the end of the year—in-
cluding enacting appropriations bills 
and preventing the so-called fiscal cliff, 
when enormous tax hikes and indis-
criminate cuts to defense spending are 
set to kick in—I am disappointed that 
we have spent much of July haggling 
over proposals that never really stood 
a chance of going anywhere. 

I understand that the majority leader 
has said that he doesn’t want to bring 
the bills to the floor because the House 

is writing its bills to a lower level, but 
we have a process to deal with dis-
agreements. It is called a conference. 
The Senate Appropriations Committee 
has reported several bipartisan bills 
that are ready for floor consideration. 
Why not bring them to the floor, allow 
Senators to offer amendments, and let 
the Senate work its will on this impor-
tant constitutional responsibility? 

As our Nation’s economy struggles to 
recover, it is important that we com-
plete appropriations bills on time and 
through regular order. It is important 
for the Senate as an institution that 
we proceed. It is also important for the 
American people to see that we can 
work together in an open and bipar-
tisan manner to establish priorities, 
make hard decisions, and complete the 
work that the Constitution requires of 
us. 

Last November, I joined Chairman 
MURRAY as well as Chairmen KOHL and 
MIKULSKI and Ranking Members BLUNT 
and HUTCHISON to usher the first group 
of fiscal year 2012 spending bills to 
final passage, avoiding a long-term 
continuing resolution for fiscal year 
2012. It is my hope that we will build on 
last year’s success and bring the fiscal 
year 2013 appropriations bill to the 
floor to be considered through a simi-
larly open and transparent process. 

These bills make investments that 
not only create jobs now when they are 
needed most but also establish the 
foundations for future growth. Just as 
important to our economic future, 
however, is reigning in Federal spend-
ing; we must strike the right balance 
between thoughtful investments and 
fiscal restraint, thereby setting the 
stage for future economic growth. Un-
certainty only makes matters worse. 

f 

CHRIS BOHJALIAN 
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, Vermont 

boasts many talented artists, creators, 
composers and authors. Not least 
among them is Chris Bohjalian of Lin-
coln, an accomplished writer whose re-
cent novel, The Sandcastle Girls, is 
drawing the praise and accolades of 
critics and readers alike. Marcelle and 
I were inspired by the story Chris has 
committed to the printed page; it is a 
novel that I believe will secure his 
place among the most accomplished 
writers of the 21st Century. 

I read with interest an interview 
with Chris published in Vermont’s Bur-
lington Free Press on July 15. Like 
many artists and authors, Chris drew 
from his own heritage in his case, Ar-
menian—to pen a moving story of 
compaslion and perseverance amid hor-
ror and tragedy. Perhaps this is why he 
has called The Sandcastle Girls the 
‘‘most important book’’ he will ever 
write. 

Chris is a longtime friend, and I have 
always enjoyed reading his works. The 
Sandcastle Girls is an achievement 
that stands apart and will deeply affect 
its readers. 

I ask unanimous consent to have 
printed in the RECORD the article, ‘‘The 
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